
Betsy and Gray Hutchison Scholarship
Background
The Betsy and Gray Hutchison Scholarship was established in 2020 by their family to honor
Betsy and Gray’s drive for education by supporting a local student.

Betsy was born in Newport, Ohio in 1919 on her family farm.  During her youth she never
missed a day of school, knowing that obtaining an education would take her life beyond her
family property.  After high school, Betsy took a loan from a family friend in order to attend
nursing school at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Parkersburg, West Virginia.  After graduating, Betsy
enlisted in the United States Army where she served as an Army Nurse during World War II.
While stationed in England, Betsy met and married Gray Hutchison.

Gray was born Maryville, Tennessee where he was raised by a single mother after his father
passed away.  Gray’s mother mortgaged her home in order to secure financing for Gray to
attend Tennessee Military Institute, where he graduated as the class valedictorian and received
a full tuition scholarship to Harvard College.  Upon graduation, Gray enlisted in the United
States Army where he served in the Army Financial Corps.  After returning to the United States,
Betsy and Gray settled in Raleigh, North Carolina where they lived together until Gray’s death in
1997.  Betsy still resides in Raleigh where she recently celebrated her 102nd birthday and
remains active.

Scholarship
The scholarship is awarded as a one time non-renewable $1,000.00 grant to a racial minority
high school senior from R.J. Reynolds High School to be used toward the recipient’s education
at an institute of higher learning, including but not limited to a college, university, or trade school.
The scholarship is paid directly to the attending institute of higher education to go toward the
cost of tuition, fees, or on-campus room and board.

Criteria
To receive consideration, applicants must:

- Be a racial minority
- Be a graduating senior from R.J. Reynolds High School
- Demonstrate academic success (minimum cumulative weighted GPA of 2.5 or higher

through the first semester of the 12th grade)
- Be pursuing a  degree or certificate from an institution of higher learning in the fall of

2022
- Demonstrate financial need



Application Process
Students interested must submit the following information to the R.J. Reynolds Guidance Office
no later than the second Friday in April.

● A completed application form
● Official high school transcript
● Personal statement

Nomination Process
The teachers, staff, administrators and coaches at R.J. Reynolds High School may also
nominate a student for consideration by providing as much of the application information as is
available.  Students shall be considered equally for this scholarship regardless of whether the
student completes an application or is nominated.



Betsy and Gray Hutchison Scholarship Application/Nomination Form

Name:_______________________________________

Student’s Address: ____________________________________________________________
(Street) (City) (State) (Zip Code)

Student’s Email Address :__________________ N/A

Student’s Telephone Number: (____) _____________ N/A

I identity as a racial minority: Yes No

Please provide the following information with this application:

O A copy of student’s high school transcript, through first semester 12th grade year

In the fall of 2022, I am [this student will be] attending the following institute of higher learning:

___________________________________________________________________________

Applicants
In no more than one page, either handwritten or typed, provide a short statement regarding your
financial need status and what goals or ambitions this scholarship will help you achieve.

Nomination
If nominating a student for this scholarship, please provide a short statement providing the
reason(s) you are nominating this student.


